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A Message from Deacon Dave
Greetings in the
Lord Jesus Christ:
Contact
Information
St. Vincent de Paul
Parish 275-6539
St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish
849-3570
Father Jegan Peter
275-6539
Deacon Dave
Reising
275-6539
278-1795
Deacon Tom
276-5062

If you know
someone who has
recently become
infirmed or
homebound
please contact our
parish secretary at
275-6539 so that
we can add them
to our visitation
list.

I just got back today
from a retreat at
the Mother of
Redeemer Farm,
which is located just
west of
Bloomington.
Hopefully, you all
have visited there.
If not, it is a
beautiful little plot
of land referred to
as “The Farm.” It is
there that Ruth
Ann Wade had
supposedly received
messages from our
Lord Jesus Christ
and our Blessed
Mother. Whether
you believe this or
not is your own
personal opinion.
But I wouldn’t
make that decision
until you have
actually visited
there yourself.
Since the time, that
Jim and Ruth Wade
dedicated this land
to the Mother of

Jesus, the Farm
has become a
retreat center and a
“Haven of Peace
and Prayer.” I
should also mention
that there is a
Franciscan Friary
for the Friars of the
Immaculate located
on the Farm.
The retreat I
participated in was
called “Spiritual
Exercises of St.
Ignatius.” The
retreat director was
my own spiritual
director, Fr.
Ignatius
Manfredonia Fl,
whom I consider to
be a holy man. To
make a long story
short, let me just
say that I feel
strongly that the
Lord was
instrumental in
bringing Fr.
Ignatius and myself
together. On the
retreat I was joined
by seven ladies who

Deacon Dave Reising
felt called by the
Blessed Virgin
Mary to come. Six
of the seven
retreatants were
from the same area
in Northern
Indiana where they
were all part of a
rosary group who
would pray together
weekly. Since my
discernment phase
of my diaconal
calling, I have gone
on many retreats
but all with other
deacons and
sometimes their
wives. So, for this
retreat I was a little
out of my comfort

Anointing of the
Sick
The catechism says,
“The anointing of
the sick is not a
sacrament for those
only who are at the
point of death.
Hence, as soon as
anyone of the
faithful begins to be
in danger of death
from sickness or
old age, the fitting
time for him to
receive this
sacrament has
certainly already
arrived”
(CCC 1514)
Prayer Ministry
Beginning with the
Feast of Pentecost the
Catholic Community
of Lawrence County
Prayer Ministry will be
present at all weekend
Masses. The Prayer
Ministry will be in back
of both churches
making themselves
available to pray for
anyone who has a
need. If your
interested in having
some members of this
Prayer Ministry come
to where you live, just
give Deacon Dave a
call at 812-278-1795,
and they will set a
convenient time with
you.

zone for several reasons.
The retreat was intense for me because it was an overview of
Ignatian spirituality, which is very complex. To cover the whole
of Ignatius Spirituality Exercises there are classes that last for
30 days. So needless to say, in our short retreat there was a lot
that was unsaid that I was trying to learn. The content of the
retreat was kind of a “in your face Christianity.” It was just like
Fr. Ignatius who is very black and white in his direction and
theology, which is what I think we all need to hear and be
confronted with.
During the retreat we had plenty time to reflect, which is always
good. There were many times I felt God’s presence during the
retreat. One of them was right after I had a private reflection
with Fr. Ignatius as part of the retreat. I was contemplating our
discussion and the retreat while slowly walking on the concrete
path of the outdoor Stations of the Cross on the property. It was
dark and each station was lighted. I was asking the Lord to help
me hear His words, voice and direction. And as I approached the
second station of “Carrying of the Cross,” I heard a Northern
Mockingbird screech out a couple of times from a wooded thicket
relatively close to me. I was hoping to see the bird, but with it
being dark I could not see anything, much less a bird in a thicket
in the dark. Then to my amazement, the Mockingbird flew down
to perch on the stainless steel handrail between the second
station and myself. The bird was perfectly silhouetted on the
lighted station of the cross. It remained on the handrail for
several minutes calling out to whoever or whatever would listen.
Then as quickly as it came, it disappeared back into the darkness
of the night.
I certainly don’t have any idea what the Mockingbird was trying
to communicate, but what was communicated to me that night
was that God was present, watching over me and touching my
heart with His creation. Sometimes God’s presence is extremely
obvious to us, but sometimes it is not. To keep up our awareness
of God's presence, we must simply work on keeping God on our
minds and in our hearts. During those times in our lives that
God’s presence is not so obvious to us, we especially need to know
that God is always present in our lives and to “be still and know
that He is God” as it states in Psalm 46.

God Bless,

Deacon Dave

June 5, 2022

Pentecost Sunday
Scripture Reading: Acts 2:1-11, Romans 8:8-17, John 20:19-23
Bethlehem was God with us; Calvary was God for us;
Pentecost is God in us. ―Anon.

P

eople have birthdays. We know that. But institutions, nations and even ideas can have
birthdays as well.
The birthday of the United States of America is July 4, 1776. The People’s Republic of China
celebrates its birthday on October 1. The present-day country was born on that date in 1949.
Harvard University was born in 1636. The University of Pennsylvania was born in 1740. The
birth of the Civil Rights Movement is widely believed to be December 1, 1955, when Rosa
Parks, an African-American woman, was arrested when she refused to give up her seat on the
bus to a white man in Montgomery, Alabama. The birthday of western philosophy is thought to
be the birth of the Greek philosopher Thales in 624 B.C.
Today, Christians around the world celebrate the birthday of the Church. Why? Because
today is Pentecost Sunday, and on this day in A.D. 30, give or take, the apostles began to carry
the message of Christ to the whole world. This happened immediately after the Holy Spirit was
poured out on 120 disciples who had met for prayer in an upper room in Jerusalem.
It was a spectacular event! Flames of fire appeared over the heads of the disciples. When they
appeared in the streets later, Peter began to preach, and everyone heard him speaking in his own
language. People from all over the world were in the city to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.
The sermon was powerful! And the results were impressive. Thousands believed in the new
gospel about which Peter preached. And these converts then took their newfound faith back to
their home countries.
The faith was proclaimed first in Jerusalem, then Samaria, and then to the uttermost parts of
the world!
Had this not happened, we would know nothing of God’s plan of salvation or of the cradle,
the cross and the crown. We would know nothing of God’s love and compassionate forgiveness.
We would know nothing about the resurrection. We would be, as the apostle Paul puts it, “of all
men most miserable.”
So today we rejoice in the birthday of the church, and the coming of the Holy Spirit!
—Timothy Merrill

Prayer: Gracious and loving God, thank you for sending as promised the Holy Spirit to guide
us into truth and mediate your presence to us every day. Thank you for the church and for how
it has blessed millions over the centuries and millennia of its existence. May it continue to grow
in knowledge, wisdom and love! Amen.
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Activity Page
Week of June 5, 2022
Daily Gospel Readings
Sunday: John 20:19-23
Monday: John 19:25-34
Tuesday: Matt 5:13-16
Wednesday: Matt 5:17-19
Thursday: Matt 5:20-26
Friday: Matt 5:27-32
Saturday: Matt 5:33-37

Verse to Remember
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live.” ¾John 11:25-26

BIBLE ALPHABET CHALLENGE

ANSWERS:
There are
many possible
answers, but
here is one list:
A=Abraham
B=Bethlehem
C=Corinth
D=Dorcas
E=Esther
F=Faith
G=Goliath
H=Hannah
I=Isaac
J=Jesse
K=Kingdom
L=Lazarus
M=Mary
N=Naomi
O=Obadiah
P=Peter
Q=Quail
R=Rainbow
S=Sarah
T=Timothy
U=Uzziah
V=Vashti
W=Wilderness
X=Xerxes
Y=Yoke
Z=Zerubbabel

Can you come up with the name of a person, place or
thing found in the Bible for each letter of the alphabet?
Answers below.
A Abraham
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

HomeTouch® | Visit us at: HomeTouchMinistry.com | © 2022 CRI, PO Box 9290, Canton OH 44711

Sunday June 12, 2022

The Most Holy Trinity
Scripture Reading: Proverbs 8:22-31, Romans 5:1-5, John 16:12-15
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted,
and saves the crushed in spirit. ―Psalm 34:18

T

he November 2021 issue of National Geographic reports that France now requires some
products to be labeled with a “repairability” score. What’s that? Let’s look at some
background.
You may remember the days when products seemed to last longer than similar items do
today. In fact, planned obsolesce
ence is an accepted idea in today’s manufacturing and consumerist culture. What’s more, many
objects you bought a generation or two ago were easier to repair. You could take the radio or
typewriter into a shop and have it repaired for a buck or two, for example.
France, in an effort to protect consumers, now requires a label on some products that gives
the buyer a clue as to the ease or difficulty of repairing the object and how much the repairs
might cost.
But move for a moment from objects to salient, living human beings. We know that somehow,
sin came into the world. Theologians argue about just how this happened. But it is clear that the
human race in many respects is broken.
What is its repairability number? Are humans easy to repair?
Can the arms of love comfort a human back into wholeness?
Can the balm of forgiveness heal broken hearts?
Can the justice of restoration and restitution reset the human condition?
God sent his Son to heal the broken relationship between the divine and the human.
Do you ever feel wounded, scarred, broken and falling apart? You, too, can be “repaired.”
That’s what Jesus is all about. As the gospel song puts it:
He’s the healer of broken hearts,/ He’ll mend your shattered dreams.
He’ll pick up all the threads / Of your broken life
And weave them together again.
To your soul, He’ll bring peace and joy / A friend in need He’ll be
The healer of broken hearts/ Is Jesus of Galilee.
—Timothy Merrill

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for your healing and restoring touch. You restore my soul; you
give peace to my heart. You heal me in all the broken places. Your faithfulness is beyond my
understanding. Amen.
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Activity Page
Week of June 12, 2022
Daily Gospel Readings
Sunday: John 16:12-15
Monday: Matt 5:38-42
Tuesday: Matt 5:43-48
Wednesday:Matt 6:1-18
Thursday: Matt 6:7-15
Friday: Matt 6:19-23
Saturday: Matt 6:24-34

A
T
O
N
E
M
E
N
T
S
P
Y
P
N
U

H
A
B
I
R
E
M
I
R
E
I
Q
D
S
F

T
R
F
I
R
E
K
S
L
T
L
A
E
Y
N

S
R
E
D
L
E
O
R
H
I
R
R
N
O
J

WORD SEARCH
Find the words listed to the right
that are from the readings in the Old Testament book
of Numbers. Remember that the words are hidden
forward, backward, vertically and diagonally.

J
Y
O
U
C
T
R
A
Y
V
P
E
R
I
U

R
O
F
U
B
F
A
E
C
E
B
A
S
A
S

N Q S
Q A R
S X P
O H A
K M U
E Q S
H N N
L T E
N R D
L M A
A L A
H A D
N A D
E V T
C D H

R B A
T N A
N S A
T I E
L H S
A O T
V F N
J A Z
C X S
I R I
A M M
U J E
T B O
L A N
B J J

E
U
R
S
I
A
A
V
H
M
D
M
X
Y
G

Q
A
A
A
A
R
B
L
D
U
O
L
C
Z
M

M
P
Q
N
K
S
P
M
I
M
O
S
E
S
Y

AARON
ATONEMENT
BALAAM
BARAK
CANAAN
CLOUD
DAN
DESERT
ELDERS
FIRE
ISRAEL
JOSHUA
JUDAH
KORAH
LEVITES
MANNA
MERIBAH
MIRIAM
MOAB
MOSES
PASSOVER
PRIESTS
QUAILS
REUBEN
SERPENT
SIMEON
SINAI

1. The Pilgrim’s Progress by _________________
2. David Copperfield by ____________________
3. Jane Eyre by ___________________________
4. Silas Marner by _________________________
5. War and Peace by _______________________
6. Far from the Madding Crowd by _____________
7. Pride and Prejudice by ____________________

Choose the correct authors
from this list: William Thackeray, Henry James, Leo Tolstoy,
John Updike, Charlotte Bronte,
Stephen King, George Eliot,
Jane Austen, Thomas Hardy,
John Bunyan, William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens.

Answers: 1-Bunyan;
2-Dickens; 3-Bronte; 4-Eliot;
5-Tolstoy; 6-Hardy; 7-Austen.

Library Books: Louisa was asked by her mother to go to the city library and check out some books. She
was given two slips of paper. On one was a list of TWELVE authors and on the other was a list of SEVEN
titles. Help Louisa check out the books by correctly matching the authors with the titles.
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Sunday June 19, 2022

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Scripture Reading: Genesis 14:18-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Luke 9:11-17
A good father is one of the most unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and
yet one of the most valuable assets of our society. ¾Billy Graham

T

he biblical Goliath stood a towering 9 feet 6 inches. He had a helmet of bronze, a coat of
mail, a shield and armor on his shins. For weapons, he carried a javelin of bronze, a spear
and a sword in its sheath (1 Samuel 17:51). It was a terrifying sight. The shepherd boy David,
on the other hand, was a youth who had no helmet, no armor, no sword, no javelin and no spear.
His only weapon was a sling and five smooth stones (1 Samuel 17:38-40). He was an underdog
in this fight if there ever was one.
When Goliath saw him, he sneered and said, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the
birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field” (v. 44). David accepted his invitation,
running quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. He put his hand in his bag, took out
a stone and slung it hard into Goliath’s forehead. Goliath fell to the ground and David cut off
his head, using the giant’s own sword (vv. 48-51). Score one for the underdog.
Although you might think of this as a surprising victory, it actually makes perfect sense.
Throughout history, Davids have found ways to conquer Goliaths. History teaches us that
Davids are usually insurgents, creating novel strategies to defeat their enemies. They refuse to
play by Goliath's rules, but, instead, adopt unconventional tactics.
Today is Father’s Day. Often children think of their fathers as slayers of Goliaths even if they
are not familiar with the story. Fathers are all-powerful and all-knowing, the fixers of all things
mechanical, and they can lift heavy objects and they provide a shield of safety for the home.
This is how children view their dads.
Granted, I am aware that some of my readers may have grown up in a fatherless house, or
with a father with some severe issues. Yet, we’re all aware of the ideal of the father who loves
and cares for his family. Perhaps you were blessed with such a father.
This is such a strong image that God is often described as a father in the Bible. Everything
that is positive about the father image, that’s what God is to us.
And for this we are thankful!
—Timothy Merrill, adapted from HomileticsOnline.com

Prayer: O God, thank you for the millions of fathers who are working hard to be good examples
for their children. Bless them in a mighty way! Amen.
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Activity Page
Week of June 19, 2022
Daily Gospel Readings
Sunday: Luke 9:11-17
Monday: Matt 7:1-5
Tuesday: Matt 7:6-14
Wednesday: Matt 7:15-20
Thursday: Luke 1:57-80
Friday: Luke 15:3-7
Saturday: Luke 2:41-51

Verse to Remember
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”
¾John 14:6

SOUNDS THE SAME!
Homonyms are words with the same spelling but different pronunciations and meanings, such as a
“minute” (60 seconds) and “minute” (very small). Each sentence below has two blanks that you are to
fill with homonyms.

1. The strong __ __ __ __ caused the flag to __ __ __ __ around the flagpole.
2. The violinist replaced his violin and __ __ __ before returning to the stage to take a __ __ __.
3. The doctor __ __ __ __ __ some gauze around her bleeding __ __ __ __ __.
4. She got a __ __ __ __ in her eye when she saw the __ __ __ __ in her new dress.
5. A __ __ __ broke out in the last __ __ __ of the classroom.
6. You should not __ __ __ __ __ __ someone in the __ __ __ __ __ __ without
water and food.
7. He __ __ __ __ __ for days because he could not afford the scooter, a bright red __ __ __ __ __.
8. Our Japanese host asked us not, for his __ __ __ __, to drink all the __ __ __ __
because he needed some for other guests.
9. The __ __ __ __ violin player loved to fish, especially for __ __ __ __.
10. In a herd of elk, you’ll notice that __ __ __ __ do not have antlers,
while the dominant buck __ __ __ __.

Answers: 1. wind, 2.
bow, 3. wound, 4. tear,
5. row, 6. desert,
7. moped, 8. sake,
9. bass, 10. does
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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture Reading: 1

June 26, 2022

Kings 19:16-21, Galatians 5:1-18, Luke 9:51-62

I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, and people will forget what you
did, but they will never forget how you made them feel. ―Maya Angelou

N

ot long ago, I found myself stuck on a Saturday afternoon in a large electronics store. The
store was thick with shoppers, and salespeople seemed nonexistent. I was there not as a
curious browser or a casual shopper; I knew precisely what I wanted, knew precisely where the
item was located in the store, and knew precisely that even on a good day it would take me an
hour to get out of the store!
I found the software I was looking for and incredibly bumped into a salesperson at a little
kiosk in the middle of an aisle near Cell Phones/Fax Machines. He asked me if I had found
what I needed. I said that I had. He wrote down a few numbers; I gave him a credit card and
signed the receipt. He handed my purchase to me, and said, “Okay, you’re good to go.”
I stared nonplused. “You mean I don’t need to stop at the front cashier?”
He smiled. “No, you’re good to go.” He meant that I could shoulder through the crowds and
slip through the door. I could leave with my small purchase and bypass the milling masses and
be far from the madding crowd. I could cut to the chase, cut through the red tape, avoid the
mess, make a clean getaway. I was good to go.
His comment rang in my ears as I looked at 2 Kings 2:1-14. The reading is about two goodto-go guys: Elijah and Elisha. One was getting ready to check-out, the other preparing to checkin. One was taking off, the other taking on; one giving up the mantle, the other putting it on; one
crossing the Jordan for the last time, the other for the first time. Two good-to-go prophets,
voices for God at a critical moment in Israel’s history.
We are not sure why it was time for Elijah to check out. His transition from this earthly
sphere to the heavenly one was part of the divine plan. He was ready to go. He was good to go.
Perhaps we are not at this point yet. There remains more for us to do in this world. But we
know that the day will come when God will say to us: “My child, you are good to go. Well,
done, good and faithful servant!”
In the meantime, we can prepare for that day when we will be “good to go.”
— Timothy Merrill, adapted from Len Sweet in HomileticsOnline.com

Prayer: O God, in a sense we are preparing for our departure from the day we were born! But,
realistically, we are much closer to glory now than we were at birth. Help me to prepare for my
homegoing, and to have peace in my heart, as I finish the course set before me. Amen.
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Activity Page
Week of June 26, 2022
Daily Gospel Readings
Sunday: Luke 9:51-62
Monday: Matt 8:18-22
Tuesday: Matt 8:23-27
Wednsday: Matt 16:13-19
Thursday: Matt 9:1-8
Friday: Matt 9:9-13
Saturday: Matt 9:14-17

Verse to Remember
These are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.
¾John 20:31 NIV

MIND-MAP
(Directions below)
An animal

A country

A food

A verb

F

A person’s
name

A fictional
character

A state

A plant

DIRECTIONS: Write eight words that start with F, which today stands for FREEDOM, in eight (8) categories: an
animal, a country, a person’s name, a fictional character, a plant, a state, a verb and a food. Write your answer(s)
in the circles.
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